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DEWORMING PROTOCOL FOR HORSES
It is important to remember that all deworming protocols should weigh the likelihood of
infection to the safety and efficacy of the medication. Risk of infection is based on
environmental factors such as housing and geographic location, age of the animal, overall
health status, and exposure to other animals. Efficacy of medication will be determined by the
type of internal parasite, its location within the animal, and any suspected drug resistance.
The following protocol is a general suggestion for horses in the Pacific Northwest. We
recommend having your horse examined annually by a veterinarian to establish a specific
protocol based on your horse’s exposure and requirements.
Special considerations:
Pregnant mares: Deworm with ivermectin or fenbendazole 14 days prior to foaling date.
Foals: Deworm with pyrantel at 6-8 weeks old; if after 10 weeks, give ½ dose followed in 1
week with full dose to avoid ascarid impaction.
Dogs: Many dewormers are toxic to dogs; Be especially careful to properly dispose of any
leftover medication and packaging.
Parasite Prevention:
Environmental measures that break the life cycle of internal parasites are as important as
administering dewormers. Follow good management practices to control the frequency and
spread of internal parasites.
Remove manure daily from stalls and weekly from pastures.
Be sure pastures and paddocks are well-drained and not overpopulated.
Compost manure rather than spreading it on fields where horses graze.
Use a feeder for hay and grain and avoid ground feeding.
Initiate effective fly control programs.
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Strategic Parasite Prevention Protocol
For all types of horses greater than 6 months of age.
Fecal Egg Count Reduction Test (FECRT): Bring fecal
sample to hospital for evaluation…

< 50 EPG; considered low to negative

1. Practice appropriate
stable/pasture management.
See recommendations under
parasite prevention.
2. Deworm in Fall/Winter with
product containing praziquantel
medication (for tapeworms).
Zimectrin Gold
Equimax
Quest Plus

> 50 EPG; considered positive

1. Deworm with product from
one of the 3 drug classes. See
box below.
2. Record the drug and date
given.
3. Repeat the FECRT 10-14 days
following administration of the
dewormer.

3. Repeat FECRT annually in the
Spring to detect parasite
infestation.
> 80% reduction
in EPG;
considered
adequate
response to
medication

Drug Classes
Benzimidazoles

Generic
Fenbendazole

Macrocyclic lactones

Oxfendazole
Oxibendazole
Ivermectin

Moxidectin
Tetrahydropyrimidines

Pyrantel
pamoate
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Brand Name
Panacur;
Safeguard
Benzelmin
Anthelcide EQ
Zimecterin;
Rotation 1;
Ivercare; Equell
Quest; Quest Plus;
ComboCare
Exodus; Strongid

< 80% reduction
in EPG; farm
considered
resistant to class
of drug used. Do
not use this drug
class on your
farm.

1. Deworm with product from
different drug class used
previously.
2. Record the drug and date
given.
3. Repeat the FECRT 10-14 days
following administration of the
dewormer.

